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Gallery 701 in Columbia; and Jackson
Gallery and the Aiken Center for the Arts
in Aiken, SC.

Thornton also has designed several
music CD and magazine covers. He holds
a BFA from the University of South Caro-

lina in Columbia.

For further information check our
SC Commercial Gallery listings, call
the gallery at 803/238-2351 or e-mail to
(wroefs@sc.rr.com).

City Art in Columbia, SC,
Features Works by Patrick Parise

City Art in Columbia, SC, will present
the exhibit, Looking Back, featuring paint-
ings by Columbia artist Patrick Parise,
on view from Oct. 6 - Nov. 12,2011. A
reception will be held on Oct. 6, from
6-8pm.

A look at Parise’s body of work reveals
a great deal about the artist’s life and the
passion that inspires him. His bold use of
color and strong compositional elements
convey the intense beauty the artist sees in
the world around him. With a full range of
real to surreal, soft to bold, concrete to ab-
stract, Parise’s paintings invite the viewer
to join his journey and awaken a desire to
pursue the beautiful with themselves.

Work by Patrick Parise

Parise said, “An artist’s language is
sometimes sensual, sometimes bold,
sometimes spiritual, always the result of
felt experiences. My art comes from many
directions and life experiences, and the
mysteries behind them.”

Parise’s personal journey as an artist
began in his childhood. Born in Brooklyn,
NY, he showed an aptitude for art from an
early age. In high school the young artist
developed his drawing, painting and com-
position skills. He went on to study fine
art at Bethany College in Salina, KS, and
then continued at the University of South
Carolina in Columbia, where he became
interested in printmaking. After finishing
his studio art courses at the University,
Parise purchased a Charles Brandt Etching
Press and opened his own etching studio
where he started making original prints.
During this period, Parise had several
important commissions that would move
him towards a full-time career as an
artist/printmaker. However, in an effort
to broaden his artistic endeavors Parise
began to paint, which remains his primary
focus today.

Parise’s path led him to a wide range of
subject matter. One canvas may depict the
softly curving lines of the coastal land-
scape and the next might show a dynamic

abstract composition. All of Parise’s work
invites the viewer to join in the adventure
of life. “I start a story with each piece
I create,” Parise says, “but I allow the
viewer to join me in finishing the story
with his or her own experiences and emo-
tions.” For his part of the story Parise em-
ploys bold colors and reduces the scene to
its most elemental and powerful compo-
nents. Each painting vibrates with artistic
energy and color, entertaining the eye and
the mind. “I want to create paintings that
convey the mystery and the journey,” the
artist says, “but also the feeling of joy.”
Numerous accomplishments include
Parise’s selection, among international
artists, as the monthly winner of “Your
Studio Competition,” Saatchi Gallery,
London, England. He was chosen to pro-
vide 150 etchings depicting South Caro-
lina scene for gifts to foreign dignitaries
presented by the SC State Development
Board. Parise created seventy-one etch-
ings for a twenty-five-room guesthouse
at Houndslake Country Club in Aiken,
SC. His work was selected to be awarded
by the South Carolina Joint Legislative
Committee on Cultural Affairs to fourteen
South Carolina businesses recognized for
their contributions to and support of the
arts in South Carolina. Parise participation
in the “Palmetto Tree Project” with the
Cultural Council of Richland and Lexing-
ton Counties of South Carolina brought
the second-highest purchase price at
auction by Sotheby’s of Chicago, Illinois.
Parise’s art has received acclaim on the
local, regional, and national levels as well
as abroad, and his works are included in
museum, corporate and private collec-
tions.

Work by Patrick Parise

City Art Gallery is located in the his-
toric Congaree Vista area in Columbia.

For further information check our SC
Commercial Gallery listings, call Wen-
dyth Wells at 803/252-3613 or visit
(www.cityartonline.com).

Vista Studios in Columbia, SC,
Features Works by Klrkland Smlth

Vista Studios in Columbia, SC, will
present the exhibit, Re-Created, featuring
3-D paintings created almost entirely from
post consumer waste items collected from
friends and family members of Columbia
artist Kirkland Smith, on view in Gallery
80808 from Oct. 6 -18,2011. A reception
will be held on Oct. 6, from 5-9pm.

The 3-Dimensional items have been
assembled into large representational
“paintings” including portraits of Mari-
lyn Monroe, Bob Marley, and Audrey
Hepburn.

At close range, the image is unrecog-
nizable but the individual items are not.
Viewers will recognize items that con-
sumers discard daily: plastic bottle caps,
make-up containers, cell phones, and fast
food toys. Viewed from a distance, the
Assemblages come into focus to reveal

Work by Kirkland Smith

representational images- primarily por-
traits. “The challenge in getting a likeness
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The Palmetto
Group

Palmetto Framing Supplies
803-783-0195

Savannah Framing Supplies
912-748-1505

Atlantic Coast Framing Suplies
704-583-0441

8:30am 'til 1om
Saturday

October 15th 2011
Open House and Sale

Crescent, Bainbridge, Tru Vue and Kool Tack
Respresentatives will be on hand to help with current
product information...

If You use Black Moulding you will not want to
miss this SALE!!!!

See our representatives for great deals on Box
moulding, matboards, ready made frames,
photo frames, Mat cutters,
V-Nailers, framed mirrors and more.....

Visit our showroom to see our growing moulding line
and put in your corner sample request.

REGISTER FOR OUR DOOR PRIZES TOO.......

Crescent Mat Board
Neilsen & Bainbridge
Tru Vue
N. Moulding

“Distinctive Wood Moulding”

KOOL TACK

www.thepalmettogroupcompanies.com
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