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are not confined to one genre. His work is 
defined by color - bold, bright colors in a 
number of different styles.
     Bradshaw’s passion for painting pre-
dates his successful career, according to 
his family. “He doesn’t sell it. He won’t 
sell it. He might give you one,” Bettie 
Bonner Bradshaw laughed. “He’s been 
painting his entire life because he just 
purely loves to paint. … He’s basically 
been painting since he was in grammar 
school. We’ve got a painting that he did in 
eighth grade.”
     For further information check our NC 

Work by Taft Bradshaw

     Sunset River Marketplace in Calabash, 
NC, will present Out of the Box, featur-
ing works by members of the Art Matters 
Group, on view from Nov. 2 through Dec. 
3, 2016. A reception will be held on Nov. 
5, from 2-5pm. 
     The group began in 2006 as a pastel 
class, which was taught by noted SC art-
ist Jane Staszak. The lively and talented 
group dubbed themselves the Pastel 
Sisters and had their first group show at 
Sunset River Marketplace in 2010. Since 
then the class has evolved into an open 
studio where they often explore media 
other than pastel. In 2012, they changed 
their name to Art Matters in order to cover 
a broader range of style and work.
     Participating in Out of the Box will be 
Jane Staszak, Nancy Guiry, Joanne Bendy, 
Linda Young, Susan Nern, Beryl Kirk-
patrick, Tina Lepsig and Sue Ruopp. This 
lively circle of artists collectively decided 
to reach and explore new media, tech-
niques and experiences, culminating in an 
exhibition full of surprises and talent.
    Nancy Guiry says, “We decided to shed 
the sadness that life sometimes brings 
and get our happy child-like selves back. 
We blew bubbles laced with paint, flung 
paint from sticks and stretched our art to a 
whole new place.”
      Staszak, who is best known for her 
lush landscapes and animal portraits in 
pastel, turned to mixed media collage. The 
artist laughs, “It’s a self portrait, Peril-
ously Perched and I’m afraid of heights! I 
felt dizzy when I was working on it, like I 
was on the edge looking down.”
     Joanne Bendy who has always been 
inspired by the natural landscape found 
herself exploring two contrasting water-
color techniques – pointillism and outline 
wood prints.
     The group also explored working with 
alcohol inks on tile and glass, creating or-
naments, abstracts, florals and landscapes. 
The fast-drying medium creates a vibrant 
marbled effect that the artist can treat as 
a background or the design itself. Susan 
Nern, has focused on scenes inspired 
by the changing season of the coastal 
marshes. “I want to share that vision, that 
beauty of Sunset Beach and the surround-
ing low country,” she says. 
     Linda Young is an award-winning 
artist originally from Brookline, MA. She 
typically works in oil and pastel, and is a 
signature member of Pastel Painters Soci-
ety of Cape Cod. She says, speaking about 
the alcohol inks,  “I imagined I could do 
something I had never done before, jump-
ing in, fearless and excited to see what 
would happen. Who knew a whole new 
world would open up?”
     Sue Ruopp, painting on wood for the 

Out of the Box show, says,  “A passion for 
learning and a never-give-up attitude have 
brought me to where I am today. My dad 
taught me that there is no such word as 
‘can’t’ and I feel blessed to have this atti-
tude. It’s gotten me through breast cancer, 
two brain tumors, three hip surgeries and 
most recently, melanoma.”
     Also included are a number of nostal-
gic collages by Beryl Kirkpatrick. She 
says, “Inspired by my grandfather’s an-
tique postcards (c. 1912), these are created 
to arouse thoughts of memories past. Old 
sheet music on a tea-stained canvas is the 
background.”
     Calabash artist Tina Lepsig leaves 
her watercolor and pastel behind for an 
adventure in hand-dying silk and creat-
ing simple and sophisticated scenes using 
only river rock and wood.
     Gallery owner Ginny Lassiter adds, 
“The artwork in this show is definitely 
out of the box. It’s creative, it’s fun, and 
I hope everyone will come in to meet the 
artists during the reception.”
     Sunset River Marketplace showcases 
work by approximately 150 North and 
South Carolina artists, and houses some 
10,000 square feet of oils, acrylics, wa-
tercolors, pastels, mixed media, art glass, 
fabric art, pottery, sculpture, turned and 
carved wood and artisan-created jewelry. 
There are two onsite kilns and four wheels 
used by students in the ongoing pottery 
classes offered by the gallery. A custom 
framing department is available. There are 
realistic and abstract art classes as well as 
workshops by nationally and regionally 
known artists. 
     For further information check our NC 
Commercial Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 910/575-5999 or visit 
(www.sunsetrivermarketplace.com). 
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Work by Jane Staszak

     Artspace 506 in North Myrtle Beach, 
SC, is pleased to announce the Third An-
nual Small Works Show, a special holiday 
show featuring works of art by established 
and emerging artists of the coastal Caro-
linas, on view from Nov. 18 through Dec. 
19, 2016. A reception will be held on Nov. 
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Commercial Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 252/634-9002 or visit 
(www.fineartatbaxters.com).

18, from 5-8pm. 
     With this annual event Artspace 506 
provides an exhibition opportunity for lo-
cal artists and offers opportunities for their 
patrons to purchase original works of art 
when people are buying holiday gifts. The 
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Wilmington Art Association

Join Today & Support Local Art
www.wilmingtonart.org

The Premier Visual Arts 
Organization of the 

Cape Fear Coast
Annual Juried Spring Show and Sale

Workshops Led by Award-Winning Instructors
Exhibit Opportunities & Member Discounts

Monthly Member Meetings (2nd Thurs of month) and Socials
Field Trips , Paint-Outs, Lectures and Demonstrations

Membership is open to artists and art lovers alike.

JOIN THE FUN! GET INVOLVED!
Monthy Meetings Start, 2nd Thursday, @ 6:00pm - 8:30pm

Want to meet other artists – just like you? Attend a monthly meeting & join. 
See Calendar for more info: wilmingtonart.org.
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