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by Rhonda McCanless

          It is a common misconception that 
Seagrove, NC, potters close their doors 
and take the month of January off.  Most 
potters treat January like any other month 
of the year. The shops are open, potters 
are busy working on pots for the new year 
and they welcome visitors.  
     Seagrove potters always welcome visi-
tors. That’s one of the great things about 
Seagrove. Potters are never too busy to say 
hello and talk with guests about their work. 
In some shops, visitors can watch a lump 
of clay take shape as it’s being turned on 
the wheel. Visitors learn about pottery, get 
to know the potters and learn about the rich 
cultural history that makes the community 
so special.
     There are lots of events in and around 
Seagrove coming up in early 2014. The 
Seagrove Potters of Historic Busbee Road 
have a Valentine’s Celebration planned for 
Feb. 8 and spring kiln openings planned 
for Apr. 26 and 27. More information can 
be found at (www.PotteryOfBusbeeRoad.
com).
     The North Carolina Pottery Center will 
hold a Mardi Gras Masquerade Fundraiser 
and $5,000 Draw Down Raffle on Mar. 1 
at the Pinewood County Club in Asheboro, 
NC.  Fancy dress and masks are encour-
aged. More information can be found at 
(www.NCPotteryCenter.org). 
     STARworks, located eight miles south 
of Seagrove in Star, NC, will hold the 
NC Glassfest on Mar. 15, from 10am to 

2pm. North Carolina glass artists will have 
culinary and functional glass for sale. Visit 
(www.STARworksNC.org) for more infor-
mation.
     The Celebration of Spring in Seagrove is 
Apr. 25-27. Seagrove potters will hold kiln 
openings, studio tours, open houses and 
more to celebrate spring. For more informa-
tion, visit (www.DiscoverSeagrove.com). 
     In between these events and the ones 
to follow, Seagrove potters will be busy at 
their wheels, loading and unloading kilns, 
stocking shelves and welcoming visitors.
     Rhonda McCanless is editor and pub-
lisher of In the Grove, a monthly newslet-
ter about Seagrove, NC, that focuses on 
pottery news. Click the link to see the 
latest issue. Rhonda works full-time for 
Central Park NC in Star, NC, and can 
sometimes be found at her husband’s pot-
tery shop, Eck McCanless Pottery, located 
at 6077 Old U.S. Highway 220 in Sea-
grove, NC. She can be reached by calling 
336/879-6950 336/879-6950 or e-mail to 
(professional_page@rtmc.net).

STARwork’s NC Glassfest

     Greenhill in Greensboro, NC, will pres-
ent Imprint, featuring works by Mathew 
Curran, April Flanders, Mark Iwinski and 
Indrani Nayar-Gall, on view from Jan. 31 
through Mar. 27, 2014.   
     Imprint, curated by Edie Carpenter, 
presents four artists who are taking prints 
to a different level by utilizing printmak-
ing techniques to create three-dimensional 
works.  The four artists, Mathew Curran, 
April Flanders, Mark Iwinski and Indrani 
Nayar-Gall, conceive works that defy the 
confines of a frame or matrix that is the 
basis of traditional printmaking and work 
towards a three-dimensional presence in 
space. Following Greenhill’s 2008 survey 
of North Carolina printmakers, this exhibi-
tion examines the different ways contem-
porary printmakers create installations to 
address themes of social change and the 
vulnerability of the natural environment.
     A sense of wild yet fragile nature is 
evident in the likenesses of deer and birds 
produced by artist Mathew Curran.  Curran 
was born in England and moved to the 
United States as a teenager, where he later 
studied fine art and graphic design at UNC 
Greensboro. His stencil art captures the 
essence of street life and hip-hop culture 
in signature works that engage the viewer 
in the intricate process of their making, in 
which thousands of cuts are necessary to 
produce a single stencil. The exhibition 
includes stencils and works based on cut pa-
per as well as images directly printed on the 
gallery walls. Curran’s unique and personal 
style makes use of forceful lines and subtle 
uses of background color. He rose to the 
forefront of the Raleigh, NC, arts scene ex-
hibiting his works at SECCA and the North 
Carolina Museum of Art. He completed 
a commission at Duke University before 
moving to Los Angeles this year where he is 
producing new sculptural editions as well as 
continuing his stencil-based work.

      Through layering, Western North 
Carolina artist April Flanders builds up 
volume in brilliantly colored print instal-
lations composed of groupings of forms 
taken from nature. Her installations often 
serve as cautionary tales such as “Outbreak 
Populations” in which plant forms appear 
to overrun gallery walls like a scientific 
experiment gone awry. Imprint will present 
two new installations based on monoprints 
addressing human impact on natural spe-
cies. Flanders has held one-person shows 
in various galleries nationally and interna-
tionally including the Center for the Book 
Arts, in New York and the Anna Leonowens 
Gallery at the Nova Scotia College of Art 
and Design in Canada. Flanders received 
her Master of Fine Arts in printmaking from 
Arizona State University, and she has taught 
the art of printmaking for twelve years at 
various universities not only in the US but 
around the globe. She currently holds a full-
time teaching position at Appalachian State 
University in Boone, NC.
     For the past decade Durham, NC-based 
artist Mark Iwinski has hiked into old-
growth forests across the United States to 
create prints from the stumps of downed 
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trees. The direct printing method he devel-
oped to gather these “stump prints” utilizes 
the wood’s natural tannin or ink to pro-
duce monoprints or “ghost images” lifted 
from crosscuts of once towering trees on 
Japanese Kozo paper. The artist character-
izes himself as a “historian and activist” and 
certain prints have been bound into an over-
sized book underlining the archival nature 
of his project. Other works are presented on 
wooden frames parallel to the floor recreat-
ing their original orientation in nature and 
lending them a sculptural presence. Iwinski 
is currently a North Carolina Arts Fellow 
and his one-person exhibition Terrains of 
Absence has been presented in New York 
City and at Flanders Art Gallery in Raleigh.
     Charlotte, NC, artist Indrani Nayar-Gall 
combines intaglio processes with paper-
cutting in new works examining the ritual 
traditions of her native India. A site-specific 
installation composed of hundreds of prints 
references the floor plan for a temple in 
a specific region of Andhra Pradesh in 
southern India where the artist observed 
the practice of religiously sanctioned child 
prostitution. After a trip to India in 2012 for 
the purpose of field research on the issue, 
Nayar-Gall met strong, independent women 
who had overcome all odds and made a 
life for themselves. The focus of her body 
of work then began to concentrate on the 
power of change and human resilience in 
new works combining tree forms with the 

Mark Iwinski, Aperture, Arbor Incognita, from the 
terra de absentia series, 2010-13, ink on hand-
made indigo Gampi paper, 25 x 35 inches.

Indrani Nayar-Gall, Spring-Chrysalis, 2013, inta-
glio, embossed, drawn, and cut paper, 9 x 12.5 x 
.75 inches.
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figure which are also on view in Imprint.
     Greenhill promotes the visual arts 
of North Carolina by engaging a broad 
community of artists, adults and children 
through dynamic exhibitions and educa-
tional programs while providing a platform 
for exploration and investment in art. Since 
its founding in 1974, the organization has 
presented and sold artwork of over 9,800 vi-
sual artists and engaged nearly one million 
visitors through free access to The Gallery, 
The Shop & ArtQuest, the award-winning 
education program for children & families.       
     For further information check our NC 
Institutional Gallery listings, call Greenhill 
at 336/333-7460 or visit (www.greenhillnc.
org).
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