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addition to her art she enjoys traveling,
reading and helping worthy causes.

The Council For The Arts, founded in
1976, is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization
whose mission is to represent and support
excellence in the Arts in Onslow County;

to encourage and promote the develop-
ment of the Arts in the Schools and in the
community.

For more info check our NC Institu-
tional Gallery listings, call the Council at
910/455-9840 or visit (wWww.jaxarts.com).

NC Wesleyan College in Rocky
Mount, NC, Features Works by
John C. Gay and John W. High

NC Wesleyan College in Rocky
Mount, NC, is presenting an exhibit of
works by two art teachers, John C. Gay
and John W. High, with over 66 years
combined dedicated service two Rocky
Mount public school children, on view in
the Dunn Center Mims Gallery, through
Feb. 12,2012.

Rocky Mount has been ever so for-
tunate to have dedicated public school
teachers like John C. Gay, current Art
Chair at Nash Central High School and
John W. High, now retired from teaching
art at Swift Creek and Red Oak Elemen-
tary. It is NC Wesleyan College’s privi-
lege to feature the artworks of these two
champions for our youngsters with an
exhibition of their oil paintings.

John C. Gay is a talented oil painter,
a dedicated art professional and has been
sharing his knowledge and talent as a
teacher since 1983. A graduate in Art
Education of Atlantic Christian College in
Wilson, NC, John Gay has taught in Char-
lotte, Nashville and Rocky Mount. Gay
has soloed at the Rocky Mount Imperial
Centre and has been awarded significant
acknowledgement as Best Rocky Mount
artist, 1995, 2000, and 2005.

About his painting, Gay says, “I grew
up on a farm in Edgecombe County and
I guess I’ve never gotten over my at-
tachment to the Eastern North Carolina
landscape...When I paint a tree, cow or
abandoned home... I enjoy exploring the
aesthetic qualities of the common place
and over looked... many of the old tenant
houses and pastures that I painted just
a short time ago have been replaced by
some form of development. This shift

‘ away from small family farms often tinges

the landscape with a melancholy.”
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Work by John W. High

John Wesley High, Jr. retired a few
years ago from a long professional career
as an art teacher in Nash, Edgecombe and
Halifax County schools. With his Batche-
lor of Science in Art Education from ECU
in 1971, his service as an art teacher ever
since graduation has touched three genera-
tions locally. He has exhibited artwork
in various competitions and shows in
Richmond, VA; Harrisburg, PA, and at NC
Wesleyan College in Rocky Mount. His
specialties are plein aire landscapes and
florals. High’s influences have been Mo-
net, Donald Sexaur, Francis Speight, and
Charles Brooks the Artist in Residence at
the Imperial Centre in Rocky Mount.

High prefers French Barbizon inspired
plein aire landscape painting which is
painting on location out of doors on a
river bank or woodsy spot in the country.
Most important to him, however, have
been the many bonds and friendships
formed with his students and colleagues.
High says, “Art is for lifting and inspir-
ing people, rather than the many other
pursuits in the art fields today.”

For further information check our NC
Institutional Gallery listings, call Everett
Adelman at 252/985-5268 or e-mail to
(eadelman@ncwc.edu).

Charleston Artist Guild in

Charleston, SC,

Features Works

by Robin Cruz McGee

The Charleston Artist Guild in Charles-
ton, SC, will present an exhibit of works
in graphite and mixed media by Robin
Cruz McGee, on view in the Guild Gal-
lery, from Feb. 1 - 29, 2012. A reception
will be held on Feb. 3, from 6-8pm.

McGee says his work revolves around
his fascination with natural forces con-
cerning the effects of time, aging, weath-
ering and the natural changes that things
go through as the result of just being in
the world. “I like subjects that might be
passed by the casual observer, the hidden
gems that are there for anyone that might
stop and take the time to look”.

Growing up in the foothills of the Blue
Ridge Mountains in VA and then beach-
side, FL, has had an impact on McGee’s

art. “I have always had an interest on how
nature affects the things we do and build.
New structures don’t interest me as much
as older weathered objects and buildings
and the things we find around us that show
the effects of time”.

McGee received a BFA in Sculpture
from Louisiana State University and an
MFA in Metals from Cranbrook Acad-
emy of Art. He has participated in local,
regional and national art shows through
the years. He also taught art at the college
level for 20 years in the Detroit, MI, area

before moving to the Charleston area.
For further information check our

SC Institutional Gallery listings, call the
Guild at 843/722-2454 or visit

(www.charlestonartistguild.com).
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You can contact us by calling 843/825-3408 or by e-mail at - info@carolinaarts.com
but do it before the 24th of the month prior to our next issue.
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