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Hell Has Frozen Over

     The South Carolina Arts Commission 
Board has been vacant a few members for 
some time, but no more. Governor Nikki 
Haley, who is no fan of the Arts Com-
mission, has found a way to do what she 
can’t seem to do legislatively - shut down 
the Arts Commission and for now at least 
throw a monkey wrench into its operation 
- as usual.
    The Commission Board is the govern-
ing body of the Commission and although 
currently they act as a rubber stamp to the 
whims of the Commission staff headed by 
Ken May - that will soon change, especial-
ly if Haley is re-elected for a second term, 
giving her power to appoint a majority of 
members on the Commission Board - who 
serve for three year terms. 
    And I’m happy to tell you my three year 
term - the first of at least two I hope, will 
begin with the next Board meeting on Apr. 
24th. 
     That should be an interesting meeting. 
I plan to bring up a lot of issues and I’ll 
be asking a lot of questions that I’ll expect 
answers to in a timely fashion - without 
the cost of a Freedom of Information 
request. I also invite any who have had 
questions or complaints that they have 
been afraid to ask fearing blowback from 
the Arts Commission,0 to send them to me 
at (info@carolinaarts.com). Your name 
will stay with me as it always has.
     The other new Board member that will 
be joining me is Jimmy Johnston of Flor-
ence, SC. As far as I can tell from the short 
conversation we had waiting to meet the 
Governor is that he owns a music store and 
is a card carrying member of the Tea Party. 
     Now, you all know I am no fan of our 
Governor and the Tea Party, but in this 
case I have adopted the strategy that the 

enemy of my enemy is my friend, which 
I can only guess was the thinking of the 
Governor in appointing me, but we see eye 
to eye on one issue.
    Now this does not mean that the end of 
government funding for the arts in South 
Carolina will eventually be over. The 
Governor has learned that the reason the 
Legislature has overridden her veto of the 
Arts Commission’s budget is because they 
like the money that goes into their districts 
and they hear from local voters when 
she tries to cut off that funding. So, the 
new plan is to take that same money less 
the administrative cost of the Commis-
sion staff and distribute it directly to each 
county in SC, based on population figures. 
Yes, the more populated counties will get 
more than others, but they do now anyway, 
with a few exceptions. 
     Of course, there will be a loss of NEA 
funds that come to the Arts Commission, 
but the bad news/good news on that issue 
is that the restrictions on no funding going 
to commercial operations involved in the 
arts will no longer be in play. And, the 
Governor has no problem turning away 
money coming from Washington, DC.
     Under this system, county leaders will 
make the hard decisions where and how 
that funding will be distributed amongst 
the arts groups in their county. And be-
cause they have to answer to the voters in 
those counties, for the first time in a long 
time, arts funding will be determined more 
by the people in their own area. The era of 
centralized arts funding decisions will be 
over. The era of staff members at the Arts 
Commission deciding with other folks 
from outside the state - who and what gets 
funding will be over. Unfortunately, the 
era of one arts group stabbing another in 
the back to get higher up on the funding 

list will begin, but I think that’s been going 
on all along anyway.
     It will be a new day (well in about three 
years) in the arts community of South 
Carolina - providing the Governor is re-
elected. And, the way polls are looking 
on that issue - that currently looks likely - 
unless she is challenged in the primary by 
someone who is even more conservative. 
Is that possible?
     I also was able to bring up the issue that 
the Governor and her staff should look into 
the way North Carolina uses funding for 
the arts to develop cultural tourism - bring-
ing in funding from outside the state to 
support local community arts, without over 
taxing state coffers. NC’s arts commission 
is a department of their NC Department of 
Cultural Resources. The Governor is not 
interested in reorganizing the Arts Com-
mission under SCPRT, but she did seem 
interested in how NC has used tourism 
dollars to develop cultural events and 
cultural infrastructure that brings in tour-
ism revenue. After all - the savings from 

doing away will the SC Arts Commission’s 
overhead - facilities, operations and staff - 
will leave extra money that can go toward 
cultural tourism. That’s not a totally new 
concept in SC, but there was interest in 
finding out why a state just to the north 
of us is more successful at it. We have no 
problem attracting tourism in SC, but turn-
ing that into dollars that support the arts 
and develop arts destinations - that isn’t 
happening in SC.

Spoleto Festival USA Brings Back Vi-
sual Arts in 2014

     I guess the folks at the Spoleto Festival 
USA in Charleston, SC, are concerned 
that Lake City, SC’s ArtFields’ visual arts 
festival is stealing some of their thunder 
as far as being “the” art festival in South 
Carolina by announcing that in 2014 the 
Festival will be bringing back the visual 
arts as a full component, making it once 
again a truly comprehensive arts festival.

Carolina Arts is now on 
Twitter!
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Tom’s Tweets, click below!
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