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     For six hours on Saturday, June 9, 
2018, the hill behind the Folk Art Center 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway will be filled 
with twenty potters selling ceramic wares 
for both décor and function. Clay Fest is 
an annual Southern Highland Craft Guild 
event that celebrates the varied craft 
processes and techniques used with clay. 
The Guild’s makers are continuing the 
new elements of a festival to enhance the 
twenty-plus-year-old event. Alongside the 
Guild’s potters will be a handful of invited 
guest potters from across the country.
     Exhibiting potters include: Joe Frank 
McKee, Paven Beer Chunhaswasdikul, 
Jim Whalen, Rob Withrow, Rose Pinkul, 
Susan Coe, Steve Loucks, Lynnette 
Hesser, Brant Barnes, Marion Schlauch, 
Ed and Kari McIlvaine, Larry Allen, Jus-
tin Allman, Emily Reason, and Michael 
Lalone.

Village Potters. 
      Attendees are invited to participate 
from 10am – 4pm in various activities. 
For a chance to get behind a wheel, stu-
dents from Haywood Community Col-
lege’s Professional Crafts program will 
be assisting attendees with throwing on 
pottery wheels.
     Raku potters Judi Harwood, Steven 
Forbes-deSoule and John Turner will be 
assisting attendees wanting to make their 
own raku pot. This ceramic firing process 
uses flames and smoke to create unique 
patterns and designs. Pots will be avail-
able for purchase for $10 and participants 
can glaze and then watch it be fired.
     With the Folk Art Center located on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, visitors and locals 
have the opportunity to visit the craft 
shop, as well as three exhibition galleries. 
Outside are hiking trails, picnic tables, 
grassy areas for relaxing. There is plenty 
of parking.
     The Southern Highland Craft Guild is a 
non-profit, educational organization estab-
lished in 1930 to bring together the crafts 
and craftspeople of the Southern High-
lands for the benefit of shared resources, 
education, marketing and conservation. 
The Southern Highland Craft Guild is an 
authorized concessioner of the National 
Park Service, Department of Interior. 

Southern Highland Craft Guild 
Offers Clay Fest at the Folk Art 
Center in Asheville, NC - June 9

Work by Jim Whalen

Work by Lynnette Hesser
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   This map is not to exact 
scale or exact distances. 
It was designed to give 
readers help in locating 
gallery and art spaces in 
Western North Carolina.
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OPENING RECEPTION  
Saturday, May 5 
5 – 7:30 pm
Artists’ Walk & Talk, 5 – 6 pm
Reception, 6 – 7:30 pm

49 S. Trade St., Tryon, NC 28782 
828.859.2828

upstairsartspace.org
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 
11:00 am to 5:00 pm 
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     In addition to being able to shop on 
the hill, visitors will be able to watch 
the second annual Clay Olympics. Each 
exhibiting master potter will compete in 
two events, throwing the tallest vessel and 
throwing the widest bowl. Contestants are 
given a five-pound wedge of clay and five 
minutes. Prizes are given to the top three 
competitors, one of which is 25 pounds of 
a of Laguna clay (their choice) from The 

     For further information check our 
NC Institutional Gallery listings, call the 

Guild at 828/298-7928 or visit (www.
craftguild.org).

continued above on next column to the right

The deadline each month to submit articles, photos and ads is the 24th of the month 
prior to the next issue. This will be June 24th for the July 2018 issue 

and July 24th for the August issue. 
After that, it’s too late unless your exhibit runs 

into the next month. But don’t wait for the last minute - send your info now.
And where do you send that info?
E-mail to (info@carolinaarts.com).

http://www.upstairsartspace.org/
Mailto:info@carolinaarts.com

