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     Spartanburg, SC, artists Nancy William-
son and Nancy O’Dell-Keim will exhibit 
their latest works in ceramics and painting 
in the exhibit, Primordial Voices: Expres-
sive Paintings and Sculptural Forms, on 
view at West Main Artists Co-op, from Aug. 
16 through Sept. 15, 2018. A reception will 
be held on Aug. 16, from 5-9pm. 
      The exhibition contains new works cre-
ated on the premise that art (and the process 
of creating) is essential, fundamental, and 
primal. The three-dimensional and two-
dimensional works of art will be available.
      Williamson will have on view three-
dimensional totems of various sizes, from 
tabletop versions to nearly five feet tall. 
In refining the irregularly stacked ceramic 
“stones,” Williamson is using a super-
refined finish that imparts a smooth, ivory 
satin sheen. O’Dell-Keim’s works will 
include abstract oil paintings of trees and 
landscapes, often from a ground-skyward 
perspective using bold colors and creat-
ing network patterns from the limbs and 
branches.
      “I think that people in general, and espe-
cially artists, have a need - an inborn drive 
- to use our talents in a creative way and to 
connect with others through our creations,” 
Williamson said. “It can take many forms: 
painting, pottery, music, acting, gardening, 
even culinary arts. And the work can be 

West Main Artists Co-op in Spartanburg, 
SC, Features Works by Nancy Williamson 
and Nancy O’Dell-Keim

Work by Nancy Williamson

works described as “abstract street art” by 
TheMadddArtist - Roderice Cardell, on 
view through Aug. 11, 2018. 
     “I want people to feel my pain through 
color,” the 30-year-old Moore, SC, native 
said. “I use music to create, to fight depres-
sion and anxiety. I want people to know 
they aren’t alone. I want people to paint 
through whatever they are going through, to 
use their emotions to guide them along with 
the music.”
     TheMadddArtist is an abstract expres-
sionist, performance artist, and street artist, 
who creates two-dimensional works with 
acrylics, spray paint, pastels, and mixed 
media.
      He was inspired to have this exhibit be-
cause of his “limited resources and fighting 
through poverty,” he said and added that he 
“feels the need to speak up, to be the voice 
of the people. I want everyone to know we 
are all connected and our experiences can 
help each other through life’s obstacles. 
Colors connect us: They shouldn’t make us 
different.”
     Cardell said it has taken him his entire 
life to make these works of art. When 
people see his work, he wants them to “feel 
hope. They should feel enlightenment. They 
should feel love. They should experience 
what it takes to be a fighter in this world.”
The Winthrop University graduate describes 
himself as a “triple-threat artist that is on a 
mission to save the world through art. As 
a rising emerging artists, Cardell has spent 
his career telling his story of overcoming 
dyslexia and fighting anxiety using art as an 
outlet.”
     The M.A.D.D.D. in his professional 
name stands for Making Art Diverse, Dar-
ing, and Distinguished. His creative process 
usually begins “with random brush strokes 
of color, or he slings paint onto the canvas 
to create violent and uncontrolled responses 
to the music, according to his promotional 
material. “The work’s unpredictability cre-
ates movement to the rhythm of the music 

Work by Roderice Cardell, aka TheMaDDDArtist
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and emotional connection he has with the 
content of the music. He connects sound to 
emotion, and he sees colors when he hears 
the music. The music gives him a sense of 
direction when he creates.”
      Cardell started off as a young ambitious 
student who suffered from dyslexia and 
anxiety. Twenty years later while studying 
at Winthrop University, he branded himself 
as “a triple threat artist.” But it wasn’t until 
a near-death experience in 2015 that he 
dedicated his life to his passion of art.
      Born in Spartanburg in 1987, Cardell 
was reared by his grandparents, alongside 
his mother and father who played a role in 
his creativity. He started producing paint-
ings and capturing art with photography in 
2013. He was mainly influence by Michel 
Basquiat and Ryan King. His style can be 
best described as abstract subliminal imag-
ery. Cardell wishes to tell stories with his art 
to help people get through rough times. “It 
can either mellow you out or hype you up,” 
he said. He also creates relevant New Age 

music.
      “Nothing is ever planned!,” he said.  “I 
guess it takes the fun out of creating. Most 
of my most recent work has be influ-
enced by taking big risks and finding new 
combinations that I’ve never done before. 
It excites me to see my experiments come 
alive.
      “Sometimes I think my paintings have a 
mind of their own,” he continued. “The way 
they speak to me while meditating. I listen 
and the vibrations of the music in the room 

help me connect to my abilities and allow 
me to surrender to the canvas and become 
one with the art. As a musician, everything 
I create is full circle. When I create, life 
makes way more sense,” adds Cardell.
      “I want people to see that we all have 
a voice,” TheMadddArtist said. “Are you 
willing to listen?”
      For further information check our SC 
Institutional Gallery listings or visit (www.
WestMainArtists.org).
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used in different ways: to process the world 
around us, to process emotions, to share 
our knowledge, to worship, to meditate, or 
just to beautify our world in some way. For 
this exhibition, we are calling those inborn 
drives ‘primordial voices’ -- voices that are 
hard to ignore and that lead us to create and 
connect with others.”
       “When viewing the work, it is my hope 
that the people feel an emotional connec-
tion,” O’Dell-Keim said. “I want to engage 
the viewer, creating an experience where 
visual experience speaks in a ‘thousand 
voices’ and where the viewer feels, on a 
primal level, the elements of line, color, and 
light in the pit of the stomach. I want the ex-
perience to transcend beyond the moment, 
connecting on many levels.”
      Both artists have lived and worked in 
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Entry deadline: August 4, 2018

Search www.callforentry.com
SCWS 2018 National Annual Exhibition

Exhibition will be shown at City Art
1224 Lincoln St, Columbia, SC 29201 

Columbia SC October 6 - November 26, 2018

Call For Entry
2018 SC Watermedia Society
National Annual Exhibition

2017 Best In Show: “Distracted” by Lynn Shilling

scwatermedia.com
843-779-7009

SCWS July Carolina Ad.indd   1 6/26/18   11:53 AM

Get Creative at 
The Arts Center of Clemson!

Classes and Workshops for
Adults and Youths

Ceramics • Painting • Printmaking
Mixed Media • Fiber • Photography

Metals and Jewelry

Registration for Fall Classes 
begins on August 6th

Become a member and always save 10%!

212 Butler Street • Clemson, SC  29631
864.633.5051

www.explorearts.org

http://www.scwatermedia.com/
http://www.explorearts.org/

