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   This map is not to exact 
scale or exact distances. 
It was designed to give 
readers help in locating 
gallery and art spaces in 
Western North Carolina.
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the Greenville County Museum of Art, is 
the show’s only Southern venue. The ex-
hibition will remain on view through Sept. 
15, 2013. For further information call the 
Museum at 864/271-7570 or visit (www.
greenvillemuseum.org). 
     To honor the 150th anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Wells Fargo 
joins with the Harvey B. Gantt Center to 
display The Kinsey Collection: Shared Trea-
sures of Bernard and Shirley Kinsey -Where 
Art and History Intersect. This exhibition, 
on view through Oct. 12, 2013, contains a 
collection of art and artifacts examining 400 
years of the African-American experience, 
including an early copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. For further information call 
the Center at 704/547-3700 or visit (www.
ganttcenter.org).
     The Mint Museum Randolph in Char-
lotte, NC, is presenting New Eyes on Ameri-
ca: The Genius of Richard Caton Woodville, 
featuring an exhibition with richly-painted 
depictions of daily life created during the 
transformative years prior to the American 
Civil War, on view through Nov. 3, 2013. 
The exhibition includes 15 of Woodville’s 
16 known paintings, several of which have 
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never been on view, as well as prints, il-
lustrated books, and other related works of 
art to place his career in historical context. 
Woodville left behind no written archives; 
however, his work was highly acclaimed 
and widely disseminated through premium 
prints sent to thousands of subscribers to the 
American Art-Union, a national art mem-
bership organization. For further informa-
tion call the Museum at 704/337-2000 or 
visit (www.mintmuseum.org).
     The Reynolda House Museum of 
American Art in Winston-Salem, NC, is 
presenting Things Wondrous & Humble: 
American Still Life, on view in the Mary 
and Charlie Babcock Wing Gallery, 
through Dec. 8, 2013. Still life paintings 
make us think about the objects we love, 
and this new exhibition will invite visitors 
to look more closely at what those objects 
say about us. The exhibit will feature trea-
sures from the Reynolda House collection 
accompanied by key loans from museums 
and private collections across the state. 
For further information call the Museum 
at 336/758-5150 or visit (www.reynolda-
house.org).

     In 1988, much of downtown Asheville, 
NC, was boarded up, with most of the rest 
rundown and dreary.  Smart people shook 
their heads: who but crazy artists would 
start a business - an art gallery, of all 
things! - in a dead downtown?
     Even so, the Asheville Gallery of Art 
(AGA) opened its doors on Nov. 1, 1988.  
AGA, Asheville’s longest-established 
downtown art gallery, will mark its 25th 
anniversary in 2013; and, today, business 
owners lust for locations like AGA’s.
     The late Jim Morgan was the main 
force behind the enterprise. He and 30 
other original members formulated a plan 
they thought could assure survival if not 
immediate success.
     “We were artists. We were optimis-
tic. We knew nothing about business. If 
we had, AGA would probably never have 
happened,” said Cathy Searle, the one 

original member still on the gallery roster. 
As a founding member of The Asheville 
Gallery of Art, she has lent her energy 
to the explosion of the Asheville area art 
scene. The gallery gained prominence 
over the years, and some of Asheville’s 
most celebrated artists have been on view 
there by juried invitation. Searle and her 
work have been chosen to be the face of 
the gallery in celebration of the Gallery’s 
twenty-fifth year.

Asheville Gallery of Art in 
Asheville, NC, Prepares to 
Celebrate Its 25th Anniversary

     From the beginning, AGA has been 
unique, important, and successful because 
of its commitment to Asheville area pro-
fessional artists. With top-quality two-di-
mensional original art as the gallery’s sole 
focus, membership is coveted for miles 
around. Each of the gallery’s 28 artists 
applies his or her own distinctive vision, 
concept, and way of working, to provide 
a diversity of work sure to tantalize every 
discerning taste.
     Asheville area professionals may apply 
for membership, to fill vacancies as open-
ings occur on the roster. Each applicant’s 
work is evaluated by a demanding jury 
fiercely committed to continued refine-
ment of AGA’s product.
     AGA is a major presence in downtown 
Asheville. Located at 16 College Street, 
across from Pritchard Park, the gallery 
is a welcoming, hands-on art destination 
for tourists as well as for art-conscious 
locals. Its extensive collection of original 
paintings, reproductions, and note cards 
offers art that varies widely in subject 
matter, medium, and style. Originality is 
the hallmark of every piece, and images 
range from quintessentially traditional to 
cutting-edge abstract.
     AGA has survived and thrived. The 
gallery has been continuously success-
ful from its beginning and, along with 
success, has contributed generously to 
the local arts community - for example, 
with donations to public school art 
programs. In addition, AGA has hosted 
several emerging artists exhibitions to 
showcase work of UNC-Asheville or War-
ren Wilson students.
     AGA has played an active part in 
Downtown Art Walks since that program 
was first begun. The gallery is a proud 
member of the Asheville Downtown 
Gallery Association (ADGA), the Down-
town Asheville Art District Organization 
(DAAD), and the Asheville Chamber of 
Commerce.
     Citizens of Asheville celebrated AGA’s 
10th anniversary in 1998 and its 20th in 

2008. This year’s celebration promises, 
more than ever before, to attract enthusi-
astic locals and visitors.
     Joining Cathy Searle, current members 
include: John Anderson, Hal Boyd, Elinor 
V. Bowman, Karen Keil Brown, Jan Des-
onier, Sahar Fakhoury, Frances Greenberg, 
Jennine Hough Ruth Ilg, Al Junek, Reda 
Kay, Cheryl Keefer, Floyd Kemp, Sara 
LeVan, Olga Michelson, Sandra Braugh 
Moore, Carol Branton Moore, Pat Perk-
erson, Judith Rentner, Eileen Ross, Joyce 
Schlapkohl, Everett Schmidt, Suzanne 
Shaffer, Christine Siegfried, Peggy Horne 
Taylor, Mary Webster, Renee Williams. 
     Work of all 28 current AGA profes-
sionals may be sampled at 
(www.ashevillegallery-of-art.com).
     There’s going to be a party! Please 
join the Asheville Gallery of Art artists on 
Oct. 19, 2013, from 2-5pm for their 25th 
Anniversary celebration. Local Asheville 
musician Chris Rhodes will be playing 
and refreshments will be provided. The 
Asheville Gallery of Art is located at 16 
College Street in downtown Asheville, 
across from Pritchard Park.
     For further information check our NC 
Institutional Gallery listings, call the gallery 
at 828/251-5796 or visit 
(www.ashevillegallery-of-art.com).
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Carolina Arts is now on 
Twitter!

Sign up to follow 
Tom’s Tweets, click below!
twitter.com/carolinaarts
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