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Several artists of the Studio Glass Movement
came to the region, including its founder Harvey
K. Littleton. Begun in 1962 in Wisconsin, it was

a student of Littleton’s that first came to the area
in 1965 and set up a glass studio at the Pen-
land School of Craft in Penland, North Carolina.
By 1967, Mark Peiser was the first glass artist
resident at the school and taught many notable
artists, like Jak Brewer in 1968 and Richard Ritter
who came to study in 1971. By 1977, Littleton re-
tired from teaching and moved to nearby Spruce
Pine, North Carolina and set up a glass studio

at his home. Since that time, glass artists like
Ken Carder, Rick and Valerie Beck, Shane Fero,
and Yaffa Sikorsky and Jeff Todd—to name only
a few—have flocked to the area to reside, col-
laborate, and teach, making it a significant place
for experimentation and education in glass. The
next generation of artists like Hayden Wilson and
Alex Bernstein continue to create here. Ongoing
- The Asheville Art Museum, the hub for 20th- and
21st-century American art in Western North Caro-
lina, has re-opened to the public. The $24+ mil-
lion, state-of-the-art facility encompasses 54,000
square feet and adds 70 percent more Collection
gallery space. For the first time in the Museum’s
history, it has the capacity to host major traveling
exhibitions from nationally recognized museums.
The expansion increases its physical space and
dramatically increases its role as a community
center, educational resource, economic engine
for WNC, and cultural concierge for the region’s
residents and visitors. Admission: Yes. Hours:
Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm; Fri. till 8pm & Sun., 1-5pm.
Contact: 828/253-3227 or at (www.ashevilleart.
org).

Asheville Gallery of Art, Ltd., 82 Patton Avenue,
across from Pritchard Park opposite the old
location, Asheville. Ongoing - Featuring original
works of art by 31 local artists in oils, acryl-

ics, watercolor, pastel, encaustic, and prints.
Hours: Mon., 11am-6pm & Fri.-Sat., noon-5pm
or by appt. Contact: 828/251-5796 or at (www.
ashevillegallery-of-art.com).

r
Helen M. Post Medley portrait of Anni Albers
at BMC
Black Mountain College Museum + Arts
Center, 120 College Street, Asheville. Through
Jan. 6, 2024 - "Weaving at Black Mountain
College: Anni Albers, Trude Guermonprez, and
Their Students," is the first exhibition devoted
to textile practices at Black Mountain Col-
lege (BMC). Celebrating 90 years since the
college’s founding, the exhibition reveals how
weaving was a more significant part of the
College’s legendary art and design curricu-
lum than previously assumed. The weaving
program was started in 1934 by Anni Albers
and lasted until Black Mountain College closed
in 1956. Despite Albers’s elevated reputation,
the persistent treatment of textile practices as
women'’s work or handicraft has often led to the
discipline being ignored or underrepresented in
previous scholarship and exhibitions about the
College; this exhibition brings that work into the
spotlight at last. Ongoing - An exhibition space
dedicated to exploring the history and legacy
of the world’s most acclaimed experimental
educational community, Black Mountain Col-
lege. Hours: Wed.-Sat., noon-4pm or by appt.
Contact: 828/350-8484 or at (www.blackmoun-
taincollege.org).

NC Homespun Museum, next to Grovewood
Gallery, at Grove Park Inn, 111 Grovewood Road,
Asheville. Ongoing - This museum presents

a historical overview of Biltmore Industries, an
Arts and Crafts enterprise once renowned for its
hand-loomed fabrics. The museum showcases
memorabilia including photographs, letters,
artifacts, woven samples and tailored suits from
the active years of the industry. Located on the
historic Grovewood grounds, adjacent to The
Omni Grove Park Inn. Admission is free (dona-
tions appreciated). Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm,
& Sun., 11am-5pm. Contact: 828/253-7651.

NC Glass Center, 140 Roberts Street, Suite C,
Asheville. Ongoing - The North Carolina Glass
Center is a non-profit, public access glass studio

providing daily educational offerings & demon-
strations. We are proud to represent the work of
our artists and instructors in the NCGC glass gal-
lery. Hours: Mon., Wed., Thur. & Sun., 10am-5pm
and Fri. & Sat., 10am-6pm. Contact: 828/505-
3552 or at (www.ncglasscenter.org).

Odyssey Co-Op Gallery, 238 Clingman
Avenue, Asheville. Ongoing - Our Gallery
features works by 25 local clay artists, working
in a variety of styles to create functional and
non-functional pottery and works of figurative
and abstract sculpture. Winter Hours: Fri.-
Mon., 11am-5pm & closed Tue.-Thur. Contact:
828/505-8707 or at (https://www.odysseycoop-
gallery.com/about/).

Southern Highland Craft Guild, Biltmore
Village, 26 Lodge Street, former Biltmore Oteen
Bank Building in Biltmore Village, Asheville.
Ongoing - Featuring a wide range of work by
members of the Southern Highland Craft Guild.
including: pottery, glass, wood, jewelry, fiber,
metal, paper, mixed media and natural materials.
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-7pm and Sun., noon-5-
pm. Contact: 828-277-6222 or at (www.craftguild.
org).

Work by Barbara Jones

Southern Highland Craft Guild at the Folk

Art Center, Blue Ridge Parkway Milepost 382,
Asheville Main Gallery, Through Jan. 17, 2024
- "Embellishments: Members of the Southern
Highland Craft Guild". Permanent Collection
Gallery, Ongoing - "Craft Traditions: The South-
ern Highland Craft Guild Collection". The Guild’s
Permanent Collection is comprised of approxi-
mately 2400 craft objects and dates from the late
19th century to present. Beginning with a dona-
tion from Frances Goodrich in 1931, the Perma-
nent Collection serves the Guild’s mission of craft
conservation and education. This new installation
will feature over 200 works that highlight our hold-
ings in traditional art: woodcarving, pottery, dolls,
basketry, weavings and furniture. The subject of
this ongoing exhibition is craft history — that of
the Southern Highland Craft Guild and the Studio
Craft Movement. Wells Fargo of Asheville has do-
nated Hardy Davidson’s Carvings to the SHCG's
Permanent Collection. Hailing from Swannanoa,
NC, woodcarver Hardy Davidson became a Guild
Member in 1944 and was awarded Life member-
ship in 1973. The Bank of Asheville commis-
sioned these carvings sometime between 1930
and 1940, according to Hardy Davidson’s great
nephew, Glen Campbell. Aimost eight decades
later, the carvings have found a new home at the
Folk Art Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway. “We
are pleased to donate the wooden carvings by
Hardy Davidson to the Southern Highland Craft
Guild,” said Neal Diquattro, District Manager

for Wells Fargo in Asheville. Focus Gallery,
Through Nov. 13 - "Finding Balance," featuring
works by: Barbara Jones (fiber), Elaine Dohms
(fiber), Deneece Harrell (clay), Thomas Irven
(wood) and Janice MacDonald (mixed media).
Through Dec. - The Southern Highland Craft
Guild hosts daily craft demonstrations at the Folk
Art Center. Every day from 10am-4pm, two artists
of differing medias will explain and demonstrate
their craft with informative materials displayed at
their booth. These free educational events are
open to the public. Visitors will have the opportu-
nity to purchase a piece from the demonstrators,
and walk away with fine craft that came to life

by the hands of its maker. Viewers are invited to
discuss craft, ask questions, and learn the impor-
tance of preserving these practices whilst visiting
the Folk Art Center. Hours: daily from 9am-6pm.
Contact: call 828/298-7928 or at (www.southern-
highlandguild.org).

Southern Highland Craft Guild on Tunnel
Road, 930 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Ongoing

- Work by members of the Southern Highland
Craft Guild in various media. Hours: Mon.-Sat.,
9:30am-5pm. Contact: 828/298-7903.

YMI Gallery, YMI Cultural Center, 39 S. Market
Street @ Eagle Street, Asheville. Ongoing - "In
the Spirit of Africa". Featuring traditional and con-
temporary African masks, figurative woodcarv-
ings, beadwork, jewelry, and textiles. Discover

the purpose of mask and sculptures, which reflect
African ancestral heritage and learn to appreci-
ate symbolism and abstraction in African art. YMI
Conference Room, Ongoing - "Forebears &
Trailblazers: Asheville’s African American Lead-
ers, 1800s —1900s". The permanent exhibit offers
a pictorial history of African-Americans from
throughout Western North Carolina. Photographs
of both influential and everyday people create

a panorama of the variety of life among blacks

in the mountain region. Here are the young and
old, the prominent and the unknown, the men
and women who helped create our city's life. YMI
Drugstore Gallery, Ongoing - "Mirrors of Hope
and Dignity". A moving and powerful collection of
drawings by the renowned African-American art-
ist Charles W. White. Entry, Ongoing - "George
Vanderbilt's Young Men's Institute, 1892-Pres-
ent". Admission: Yes. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 10am-5-
pm. Contact: 828/252-4614.

ALTERNATE ART SPACES - Asheville
Harrah’s Cherokee Center (formerly US Cel-
lular Center), 87 Haywood Street, downtown
Asheville. Oct. 19 - 22 - "76th Fall Edition Craft
Fair of the Southern Highlands". Featuring over
200 juried artisans of the Southern Highland Craft
Guild, Their boots will fill both the concourse and
arena levels of the venue. Visitors are invited to
explore a variety of fine American craft ranging
from contemporary to traditional works of clay,
wood, metal, glass, fiber, natural materials, paper,
leather, mixed media, and jewelry. Don’t miss this
unique opportunity to engage with the region’s
finest makers. Admission is $10. Children under
12 can enter for free. Hours: Thur.-Sun., 10am-5-
pm. Contact: 828/298-7928 or at (www.craftguild.
org/craftfair).

The North Carolina Arboretum, Milepost 393,
Blue Ridge Parkway, 100 Frederick Law Olmsted
Way, Asheville. Ongoing - The Asheville Quilt
Guild features a permanent, rotating quilt exhibit
at Arboretum’s Education Center. Visitors can
also enjoy the Arboretum’s Quilt Garden year-
round, with plantings and patterns that change
with the seasons. Admission: Yes. Hours: Educa-
tion Center hours: Mon.-Sat., 9am-5pm. Contact:
828/665.2492 or at (www.ncarboretum.org).

Beaufort

Mattie King Davis Art Gallery, historic Rustell
House of the Beaufort Historical Association,
100 Block Turner Street, Beaufort. Ongoing

- The Mattie King Davis Art Gallery, Carteret
County’s Oldest Gallery, is housed in one of
the Historic Site’s oldest buildings and features
over 100 local and regional artists. An exten-
sive collection of fine art, pottery, crafts, and
gifts can be found at this special gallery. Hours:
Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm. Contact: 252/728-5225
or at (https://beauforthistoricsite.org/gallery/).

Blowing Rock

Philip Moose, “Banares”, Aug. 5, undated,

ink on paper in sketchbook, 12 x 18 in. Gift of
Frank Sherrill, BRAHM Permanent Collection,
2006.1.15G.

Blowing Rock Art and History Museum, corner
of Chestnut and Main streets, downtown Blowing
Rock. Fort & Atwell Galleries, Through Dec.

30 - "GIFTED: Collecting the Art of California at
Gardena High School, 1919-1956". The exhibi-
tion was developed for the hundredth anniver-
sary of the Gardena High School Art Collection
(GHSAC) in 2019 and illustrates the unlikely
history of a communal approach to collection-
building and a microcosm of California’s modern
art history. BRAHM is pleased to announce that

it will be hosting this exhibition in the summer

of 2023. This will be the first occasion that the
Gardena Collection has been exhibited on the
East Coast and further cements the Museum’s
role as an important site for interpreting early
American Modern painting, including Impression-
ism, figurative, landscape and genre painting.
Accompanying the exhibit is a catalog of over 200
pages with color plates of the entire collection
and interpretive analyses of its historical back-
ground and artistic significance. Cannon Gallery,
Through June 30, 2024 - "Highlights: Selections
from BRAHM's Permanent Collection". BRAHM
stewards a growing Permanent Collection of over
800 objects. Museums build collections for a
variety of reasons preserving artworks and other
objects of historical importance for future genera-
tions; cataloging, documenting, and researching
said objects; and displaying and interpreting

the collection for the public through exhibitions,
publications, and other educational programs.
Rankin West Gallery, Through Oct. 29 - "Artists
Alley: Building a Creative Community in Blowing
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Rock". This exhibition illustrates an essential,
animating force in Blowing Rock’s artistic history:
the small community of Artists Alley. Located on
a single eponymous road just minutes from Main
Street off Highway 221, Artists Alley emerged in
the late 1950s and would ultimately host a varied
yet tightly knit band of artists and craftspeople
living and making alongside one another for over
60 years. Rankin East Gallery, Through Nov.
3 - "Sketching the Personal: Works on Paper by
Philip Moose". Philip Moose, his name and his
paintings, are ubiquitous in Blowing Rock and the
surrounding High Country. Best remembered for
his landscapes, especially his counntless scenes
of Grandfather Mountain, Moose approached
painting with a disciplined studio practice, pro-
ducing a constant stream of pictures that found
his work in the homes of so many in this com-
munity. Ongoing - the BRAHM will host exhibits,
educational programs and classes that promote
the visual arts, history and heritage of the moun-
tains of western North Carolina. Admission: Yes.
Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm & Sun., noon-4pm.
Contact: 828/295-9099 or at (www.blowingrock-
museum.org).

Southern Highland Craft Guild at Moses
Cone Manor, Milepost 294, Blue Ridge Parkway,
Blowing Rock. Ongoing - Featuring the work of
members of the Southern Highland Craft Guild
members in various media. Demonstrations
offered each month. Hours: daily 9am - 5pm.
Contact: 828/295-7938 or e-mail at (parkway-
craft@bellsouth.net).

Boone

Downtown Boone, 1st Friday every month,
from 5-8pm - First Friday Art Crawl. For further
info contact the Watauga Ars Council at 828-
264-1789 (https://www.watauga-arts.org/king-
streetart.html#/).

Appalachian Cultural Museum, University Hall
Drive, off Hwy. 321 (Blowing Rock Road), Boone.
Ongoing - The permanent exhibit area includes,
TIME AND CHANGE, featuring thousands of
objects ranging from fossils to Winston Cup

race cars to the Yellow Brick Road, a section of
the now closed theme park, "The Land of Oz".
Admission: Yes. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm &
Sun., 1-5pm. Contact: 828/262-3117.

Hands Gallery, 543 West King Street, Boone.
Ongoing - What began as the dream of a small
group of craftspeople in 1975 continues today
in a very personal and continually-changing
environment. The history of Hands Gallery Co-
op is as varied and intriguing as the artists who
have come and gone over the years. Dozens of
artisans have explored the business opportuni-
ties Hands has given their work, while donating
time and ideas to the growth and success of
the gallery. Today, the co-op serves as a role
model for arts and crafts co-ops throughout

the Southeastern US. Hours: daily, 10am-6pm,
except Thanksgiving & Christmas. Contact:
828-262-1970 of at (http://www.handsgallery.

org/).

King Street Art Collective, Watauga Ars
Council, 585 West King Street, (above Doe
Ridge Pottery) Boone. Ongoing - A gallery and
interactive art space with changing exhibits
and activities celebrating the arts. Hours:
Thur., 11am-5pm; Fri.-Sat., 10am-6pm; and
Sun., 10am-2pm. Contact: 828-264-1789 or

at (https://www.watauga-arts.org/kingstreetart.
html#/).

“Wheat” by Nina Elder

Turchin Center for the Visual Arts, Appala-
chian State University, 423 West King Street,
Boone. Mayer Gallery, Through Nov. 4 - "Me-
mento Mori: Death and the Art of Living," fea-
turing works by Larassa Kabel. Exploring that
which makes us most uncomfortable, Larassa
Kabel explores the emotional and intellectual
space between life and death, love and loss.
Through drawing, painting, performance, and
sculpture, she confronts our view of ourselves
“outside of Nature” and our desire to distance
ourselves from our mortality. Hodges, Bickers
and Community Galleries, Through Dec. 2

- “Passage / Time Pieces”. “Passage” is an in-
stallation of live music by Michael Harrison with
musicians Elliot Cole, Ina Filip, and Benoit Rol-
land, with lighting by Nina Elder, in partnership
with “Time Pieces”, featuring drawings by Nina
Elder. “Passage” and “Time Pieces” are closely
related but separate installations originally
conceived by composer and performer Michael
Harrison and artist Nina Elder. The immersive
debut installation, “Passage”, interprets Earth’s

continued on Page 48

Carolina Arts, October 2023 - Page 47



