Vista Studios in Columbia, SC,
Features Exhibit by 5 Local Artists

Vista Studios in Columbia, SC, will
present the exhibit, Art5Ways@80808,
featuring works by five Columbia-area
artists, on view in Gallery 80808 from
Jan. 27 through Feb. §,2011. An open-
ing reception will be held on Thursday,
Jan. 27,2011, from 5-8pm. Eileen Blyth,
George Down, Pat Gilmartin, Liisa
Salosaari Jasinski, and Laurie Mcintosh
bring their own distinctive styles and
media to the show, making for an exciting
and vibrant exhibition of paintings, batiks,
ceramic sculpture, and assemblages of
found objects.

Laurie Mcintosh
explores the method
of wax-resist dyed
fabrics, or batiks,
for this exhibition.
Inspired during a trip
to Africa by the Zim-
babwean’s colorful
textiles, she has pro-
duced a collection of
batik images which
examine familiar
themes but through a
new (to her) process
for creating linework
and color saturation.
Although perhaps
better known for her
oil paintings, Mcin-
tosh’s batiks represent a continuation of
her interest in the culture and creatures of
South Carolina’s lowcountry.

Human relationships are the subject
of the ceramic sculpture offered for
this show by Pat Gilmartin. Narrative
vignettes comprised of small figures en-
gaged in ambiguous interactions encour-
age viewers to find their own meanings
in the scenes. The figures, in pairs and
trios, are combined with found materials,
often rusty iron shapes. In juxtaposing
the smooth, malleable clay with the hard,
corroded surfaces and colors of the metal,
Gilmartin heightens the tension that exists
among the figures.

Liisa Salosaari Jasinski was born in
Finland but has lived in the US for many
years. The clean, modern style of Finn-
ish design, as well as early 20th century

Work by Pat Gilmartin

European Expressionism, inform her work
as a visual artist. In the current show her
work consists of multi-media paintings
and constructions. Their varied elements
include linen, foils, steel wool, gels,
paints, and transfer images — all mingled
through physical processes of stamping,
painting, stenciling, and gluing to create
complex, relief-like surfaces.

George Down, whose work is currently
represented by galleries in Santa Fe, NM,
and Cheyenne, WY, presents his unique
constructions made from natural materials
for the first time in
Columbia. Using
simple components
found in nature
- feathers, pine
cones, stick, twigs,
stones, shells, tree
bark - Down weaves
these elements into
three dimensional
compositions and
subsequent narra-
tives based on the
graphic textures of
nature.

Columbia art-
ist, Eileen Blyth,
is known for her
paintings and as-
semblages. She
creates constructions of found objects
combined with paint and fit together as if
in conversation. She is attracted to objects
by their textures, colors, or surfaces, and
likes to imagine how they got to be in the
places where she found them. As well, the
objects’ conditions, how they are continu-
ally shaped by each passing car or change
of weather, interests her. Sometimes the
shapes and imagined conversations work
their way into other paintings and draw-
ings. As she says, “The evolving shape,
the repeated motion, the sense of metal
scraping road,; it all plays into the work.”
Blyth has a new studio in the Arcade Art
Studios on Main Street in Columbia.

For further information check our SC
Commercial Gallery listings, call the
gallery at 803/252-6134 or visit (Www.
vistastudios80808.com).

Burroughs-Chapin Art Museum
in Myrtle Beach, SC, Features

Works by Robert Courtright and
Steven Forbes-deSoule

The Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon
B. Chapin Art Museum in Myrtle Beach
will present two new exhibits including:
Robert Courtright: Collages, Collage
Construction, and Masks, 1953-2008, on
view from Jan. 16 through Apr. 28, 2011
and Serendipity: Raku by Steven Forbes-
deSoule, on view from Jan. 9 through
Mar. 20, 2011.

Robert Courtright is rarely
exhibited in his home state of
South Carolina and that is why
the Franklin G. Burroughs-
Simeon B. Chapin Art Museum
of Myrtle Beach is proud to be
one of only two South Carolina
venues to showcase the major
retrospective. One of the largest
most comprehensive exhibitions
of his work ever mounted, the
exhibit features over 70 works,
from early collages and masks to
new collage constructions made
specifically for this exhibit. An
opening reception will be held
on Sunday, Jan. 16,2011, from
1-3pm, with Courtright’s artist
talk beginning at 1:30pm.

Courtright was born in
Sumter, SC. He spent his young
adult years studying at the Art Students
League and the New School for Social Re-
search in New York as well as St. John’s

College in Maryland. After finishing up
his studies, in 1949, Courtright visited Eu-
rope, which three years later he made his
home. While in Europe, Courtright passed
a shop in Nice, France where children’s
papier-maché masks caught his eye. His
imagination lit up. He purchased a few
and took them to his studio to accentuate

them with his artistic mark. It wasn’t until

a while later that these creations were dis-
covered by a client of his. Creating large
continued above on next column to the right

and small masks is Courtright’s newest
artistic direction. In addition to crafting
his “faces” in a variety of sizes, Courtright
varies the material from Carrera marble to
bronze to paper and more.

From 2007 to 2008, Courtright partici-
pated in the University of South Caro-
lina’s art department’s Atelier, a visiting
artist program in which artists work with
master printers from the school an interact
with the students. He created a number of
pieces while at the University.

Organized by the South Carolina State
Museum, this survey of Courtright’s
work will captivate and inspire with
pieces ranging from very early and rarely
seen architectural collages that the artist
completed just after moving to Europe to
his most recent collage constructions and
masks completed in his New York City
Studio.

North Carolina artist Steven Forbes-
deSoule’s elegant, one of a kind, raku-
fired pottery reflects the cumulative
skills gained over thirty years as a studio
ceramicist. The exhibit, Serendipity: Raku
by Steven Forbes-deSoule, will include
his familiar large ovoid pieces as well
as some from his new series of winged
bowls and vases. The opening reception
for Serendipity will take place on Sunday,
Jan. 16,2011, from 1-3pm, with Forbes-
deSoule’s artist talk starting at 2:15pm.

Forbes-deSoule was born in Des
Moines, IA, in 1946. He received his BA
in Journalism/Advertising from Drake
University in 1968. After a three year
stint as an officer in the US Navy, Forbes-
deSoule pursued two brief corporate
careers. In 1973, after quitting the second
corporate job, he traveled to Atlanta to
visit a friend, where he ended up staying

for nearly 20 years. During that time he
attended Georgia State University where
he took his first art class ever - ceramics.
Five years later he received his Masters of
Visual Arts degree with a major in ceram-
ics. He also met and married his wife of
over 30 years, Lynn Powell-Forbes.

“The one constant with my work
throughout the years has been transforma-
tion,” says Forbes-deSoule. “I find it fun
and challenging to try new things, and I
especially enjoy developing new glazes.

I started firing exclusively using the raku
process in 1982 and found the element of
serendipity and surprise to be invigorat-
ing.”

Forbes-deSoule recently developed
a new, unique surface, which he calls a
“halo/opal” glaze. The glaze contains
both copper and silver; each piece is truly
unique and reveals a wide range of colors.
Forbes-deSoule has also been incorporat-
ing melted stained glass and colored glass
rods into his work, which provides an
interesting new dimension. He believes he
is using ceramic art as a means to achieve
a balance between conscious control and
the more subtle, unconscious or universal
forces that permeate our reality.

Throughout the years Forbes-deSoule
has been featured in a variety of group and
solo exhibitions. His ceramics are part of
numerous corporate, private and Museum
collections throughout the United States,
Canada, Europe and Japan. Currently his
work is featured at the Blue Spiral 1 Gal-
lery in Asheville, NC, and Carolina Clay
Gallery on Kiawah Island, SC.

For further information check our
SC Institutional Gallery listings, call the
Museum at 843/238-2510 or visit www.
MyrtleBeachArtMuseum.org.

Did you send us a color image with your press release?
If not, it's probably why you don’t see it here - anywhere.
Of course you may have sent a tiny image at 72dpi
or one out of focus or of the artist and we didn't use it, but
send us images of works in exhibits and they will most likely
end up somewhere in the paper or on the blogs.
But don’t send 10 - that’s way too much.
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