City of North Charleston, SC,
Features Works by Christopher
Lane and Tanya Craig

The City of North Charleston’s Cultur-
al Arts Department is pleased to announce
that concurrent solo exhibitions of paint-
ings by Columbia-based artist Christopher
Murphy and fused glass works by local
artist Tanya Craig will be on display at
Park Circle Gallery from July 6-31, 2021.
A reception will be held on July 9, from
5-7pm. The public is invited to attend.

In his exhibit, United We Stand,
Christopher Lane presents a collection of
expressive, contemporary paintings that
emphasize a unity amongst us, regard-
less of party, ethnicity, race, religion, and
gender. Finding it impossible not to notice
the division present in our country today,
Lane originally titled this body of work
Divided We Fall, however, he chose to
take a more optimistic approach.

“My work observes the pitfalls of
allowing division to thrive and grow
amongst a people,” Lane says. “I shine a
light on these things so that we as human
beings can choose not to participate in
this sowing of division.” This collection
speaks to an ideal of inclusivity of all
people, whether separated by geography,
skin color, religious beliefs, or political af-
filiation, yet sharing the same basic human
needs and desires.

Work by Christopher Lane

The paintings featured in United We
Stand speak to a resistance of divisive
rhetoric and a pursuit of equality and basic
human rights. “My work seeks a peaceful
cohabitation of man that can be reached
only through a resistance of division,”
Lane explains. “My greatest desire is that
my paintings reflect the one truth, we are
all the same. We are all one. And United
We Stand.”

Born in Minnesota, Lane spent his
formative years inspired by regional art-
ists Thomas Hart Benton, Andy Warhol,
Georgia O’Keeffe, and Roy Lichtenstein.
His early teenage years were spent in
Cairo, Egypt, where his work was influ-
enced by the great architecture, sculpture,
symbolism, hieroglyphs, and the expres-
sive colors used in their paintings. During
this time Lane discovered he had dyslexia
and furthered his education at the GOW
School in South Wales, New York. It was
here that Lane received encouragement
and guidance from Fine Arts teacher Bill
Parsons.

Upon leaving the GOW School, he
spent a year living in Paris, France, which
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Work by Tanya Craig

fueled his creative instincts further. He
returned to the States and pursued an art
degree at Eastern New Mexico University.
Lane has now made his home in South
Carolina where he continues to use fan-
tastic imagery to turn his life experiences
into visual stories that primarily focus on
people and their relationships with one
another.

Lane is a storyteller. His work is so
intricately detailed that it provides the
viewer an opportunity to discover some-
thing new each time they view his work,
which has been shown in galleries across
the United States and as far abroad as
New South Wales, Australia.

In her exhibit, All the Colors Be-
tween Black and White, local artist Tanya
Church-Craig presents a collection of
fused glass works, ranging from func-
tional pieces, such as bowls and platters,
to abstract decorative works. Her pieces
are characterized by bright, mesmerizing
colors, geometric shapes, and dichroic de-
signs. Abstract painters provide the most
inspiration for her pieces. She loves the
layering of paint and tries to emulate that
with fused glass through multiple firings.

Church-Craig came into working in
fused glass through stained glass. Not
happy with the scraps left over after creat-
ing stained glass work, she began melting
the scraps in a small kiln she had on hand
for glass bead annealing. She found the
fusing of glass to be much more fun and
has been creating fused glass art for 13
years. Church-Craig formerly owned and
operated Gallery Azul in Folly Beach, SC.
She is currently President of the North
Charleston Artist Guild and creates in her
home studio in North Charleston, SC.

The Park Circle Gallery is located on
Jenkins Avenue in North Charleston, in
what was formerly known as the Olde
Village Community Building. Admission
is free and free street parking is available
on Jenkins Avenue in front of the gallery,
as well as on the adjacent streets and in
parking lots close by.

For further information check our SC
Institutional Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 843/637-3565 or e-mail to (cultur-
alarts@northcharleston.org). For infor-
mation on other Cultural Arts programs
and artist opportunities, visit the Arts &
Culture section of the City’s website at
(www.northcharleston.org).

Whimsy Joye by Rog

Therapeutic Expressions for All Ages

Fish in the Sunset

“I am Swimming in the Lake.”
“The Bright Red Sun Has Set.”...

“I Look Around to See the
Falling Sun.”
“And I See Myself in the Yellow
Stream of Light.”
“The Day is Ending; I Welcome
the Night”

Images are available on:

* Prints * Notecards
* T Shirts - Decals

* Aprons « Stickers

* Calendars + Mousepads

+ Children's Paint Smocks

Check my website for new whimsies!

T am gorgeous...
Can't you see I'm really cutel
Put me ong/our' personal
mousepad for $12.00
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Counseling for Children, Adolescents, & Adults
Licensed Independent Social Worker - CP

Mother, Grandmother, Daughter, Friend, Psycho-therapist
amd/AthytwhoMMcolor and whimsical uwmg/mew
to- create joyful ot for children of all ages

wow. whimsyjoy. com
843.873.6935 * 843.810.1245

You can contact us by calling 843/693-1306 or by e-mail at - info@carolinaarts.com
but do it before the 24th of the month prior to our next issue.
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Deane V Bowers Art

Fun, colorful artwork created in the Lowcountry of
South Carolina.

“I make art that embraces the Joy in Life.”

DeaneVBowersArt.com ¢ Instagram@DeanevBowersArt
Seabrook Island, SC *« 504-874-2929
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