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The new International African American Museum 
from the air in downtown Charleston

Work by Damian Stamer 

Work by Dr. Lyndsey Deaton

in my mind ‘s inner world and dreams as it melts 
into my daily life.” Ongoing - Featuring works in 
a variety of mediums by over 100 area artists, 
with all work moderately priced. Changing shows 
every six weeks. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm & 
Sun., 11:30am-3pm.  Contact: 843/757-6586  or 
at (www.sobagallery.com).

Camden

Bassett Gallery, Arts Center of Kershaw 
County, 810 Lyttleton Street, Camden. Ongo-
ing - The Arts Center of Kershaw County is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization that brings en-
ergy, creativity, and experience of the Arts to all 
ages. The Arts Center strives to make both the 
Visual, Music and Performing Arts an integral 
part of the life of our community. Admission: 
Free. Hours: closed now due to COVID-19, but 
varies by exhibit. Contact: 803/425-7676 or at 
(www.fineartscenter.org).

Charleston

Avery Research Center for African History 
and Culture, at the College of Charleston, 125 
Bull St., Charleston. Ongoing - Exhibits on view 
include: "Since 1920: Zeta Phi Beta Centennial". 
The Gamma Zeta chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
ity Incorporated presents a centennial exhibit 
filled with the rich history of the sorority in print 
and paraphernalia.Visitors can see in-depth the 
programming, philanthropy and reach of Zeta Phi 
Beta during their 100 years. "The Water Keeps 
Rising" Hip-hop artist and activist Benny Starr 
has created an interactive exhibit based on data 
from the Avery’s State of Racial Disparities Re-
port in Charleston County. This exhibit will create 
an immersive experience for visitors. In the areas 
of civic engagement, racial disparities, the envi-
ronment and performance art/music, this exhibit 
will aim to connect the dots from historical data 
and archival information up to the present condi-
tions of the Lowcountry. "Resilient". Local artist 
Chris “Kolpeace” Johnson will highlight the power 
of being resilient with this work that recognizes 
African Americans who have shown strength 
through adversity including the late local activist 
Muhiyidin D’baha and Cyntoia Brown, who faced 
life in prison after being convicted of homicide as 
a juvenile. These pieces are tributes to memo-
rialize the impactful strength of an unsung hero 
in the community, engaging the soul and spirit. 
"The African Origins of Mathematics". Charleston 
resident and artist Robert “King David” Ross 
highlights the direct impact Africa has had on 
modern mathematics in this exhibit. Showcasing 
the first math instrument, the Ishango bone, the 
exhibit allows visitors to see the influence Africa 
has had on every aspect of life. Admission: Free. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm, with guided tours 
at 10:30am, 11:30am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, and 
3:30pm. Contact: 843/805-5507 or visit (www.
cofc.edu/avery).

50 works from the last 25 years, demonstrating 
McIver’s bold, thematic approach to portrait paint-
ing. From her early self-portraits in clown makeup 
to portraits of family members and friends that 
provide glimpses of intimate life moments, 
McIver’s poignant large-scale paintings reveal 
her personal journey. Gallery 2 & 3, Through 
Oct. 15 - "Damian Stamer: Ruminations". 
The exhibition showcases new work by North 
Carolina-based contemporary painter, Damian 
Stamer. Stamer depicts barns, abandoned build-
ings and other vernacular structures of the rural 
South often in large scale, and his heavily layered 
canvases blur the line between abstraction and 
representation as they seek to express the sol-
emn beauty of the old and overlooked. Galleries 
1, 4, and 5, Permanent Exhibition - "18th and 
19th Century American Paintings and Sculpture". 
American paintings, from colonial portraits to 
Civil War-era landscapes, occupy the Gibbes 
Main Gallery. Portraits of leading political, social, 
and military figures include works by Jeremiah 
Theus, Henry Benbridge, Benjamin West, Gilbert 
Stuart, Thomas Sully and Samuel F.B. Morse. 
The gallery also features landscape and genre 
scenes by Angelica Kaufmann, Louis Mignot, 
Eastman Johnson, Conrad Wise Chapman, and 
William Aiken Walker. The paintings collection 
is complemented by examples of neoclassical 
sculpture on view in the Campbell Rotunda, and 
decorative art objects on loan from the Rivers 
Collection. Gallery 5, Permanent Exhibition - 
"Miniature Portraits". The first American miniature 
portraits were painted in Charleston, and today 
the Gibbes is home to one of the most prestigious 
portrait miniature collections in the United States. 
Containing more than six hundred objects, the 
collection spans nearly two hundred years and 
represents the work of over a hundred artists. 
Small enough to fit in the palm of the hand, these 
tiny portraits were treasured remembrances 
of loved ones in the age before photography. 
Presented in state-of-the-art display cases, and 
in viewable storage drawers featured miniatures 
include works by Mary Roberts, Jeremiah Theus, 
Henry Benbridge, Charles Wilson Peale, Pierre 
Henri, Edward Greene Malbone, George Engle-
heart, and Charles Fraser. Gallery 6, Permanent 
Exhibition - "20th Century American Regional-
ism and the Charleston Renaissance". At the turn 
of the twentieth century, American artists looked 
to their European counterparts and beyond as 
they developed identifiably American artistic 
movements. Two particularly strong influences 
during this time period were French Impression-
ism and Japanese woodblock prints. Another 
prevailing theme during this period was the grow-
ing interest in American subject matter. American 
regionalism and social realism played important 
roles in the development of art in Charleston, 
which flourished as a destination for artists, par-
ticularly during the years of 1915 to 1945 a period 
now known as the Charleston Renaissance. 
Gallery 7, Permanent Exhibition - "Modern and 
Contemporary". Modern and contemporary art 
in America encompasses a wide range of styles, 
subject matter, and media. As a whole, the diver-
sity of modern and contemporary art reflects the 
rich and varied heritage of our nation and the low-
country region. Works in this gallery were created 
over the past forty years by artists who are native 
to the area, who have worked here, or who have 
created objects that reflect the complex story of 
the region. The works are grouped to reflect sev-
eral themes including the southern landscape, 
the human figure, abstraction, and the legacy 
of slavery in America. Visiting Artist Series, 
Session III: Aug. 28 – Oct. 8 - "Javonte Jenkins 
and Nathan Durfee". Javonte Jenkins describes 
his art style as, “very surreal with cartoonist flares 
expressed to display the personality within each 
individual piece.” This ramifies through a series 
of powerful imagery, whimsical perspectives and 
compelling truths that will surely redefine modern 
art through new, stylized aesthetics. With a 
background in children’s book illustration, Nathan 
Durfee now uses that aesthetic to convey the nu-
ances and complexity of the human experience. 
Many of his whimsical characters are faced with 
tough yet universal decisions, conveying a sense 
of security in an unsure world to the viewer. Ruth 
and Bill Baker Art Sales Gallery, Through 
Sept. 10 - "The Natural Duality in the Meta 
Season". The exhibit showcases a collection of 
paintings and assemblages that delves into the 
intricate duality of humanity’s connection with the 

world. With the rapid advancements in technol-
ogy, language and virtual reality, our collective 
consciousness has been undergoing profound 
changes. The exhibition illustrates how the 
legacy of the African diaspora culture intersects 
with nature, land and new technologies. Through 
symbolic imagery and iconography, this collection 
explores cultural intersections while emphasizing 
the importance of climate awareness and new 
ways of contemplating the past and present in 
the American South and sea islands. Museum 
Shop - Now offering the inventory of the Tradd 
Street Press, reproductions of works by Elizabeth 
O'Neill Verner amoung other exhibit related art 
objects. Hours: Mon.-Thur., 10am-5pm & Sun., 
1-5pm . Admission: Yes. Contact: 843/722-2706 
or at (www.gibbesmuseum.org).

Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art, The 
Marion and Wayland H. Cato Jr. Center for 
the Arts, College of Charleston School of the 
Arts,161 Calhoun St., Charleston. Aug. 25 - Dec. 
9 - "La Vaughn Belle: When the Land Meets the 
Body". In this exhibition, La Vaughn Belle seeks 
to explore the relationship of history, land, and 
the bodies between them. "When the Land Meets 
the Body" will present a selection of existing work 
and new commissioned works inspired by the 
Lowcountry landscape. Through this process, 
Belle will consider the idea that who we are 
individually and collectively is a product of histori-
cal processes that are often represented in the 
landscape. Over the last decade, Belle's work 
has been centered in decolonial art practices 
that challenge the narratives in colonial archives. 
With this project, she will weave biography and 
history to create interventions in historical sites 
and consider how landscapes and ecosystems 
are manipulated by those who live within them. 
Hours: Mon.- Sat., 11am-4pm; untill 7pm on Thur. 
and by appt. Contact: 843/953-4422 or at (http://
halsey.cofc.edu/exhibitions/).

tion is based on a larger study conducted by Dr. 
Deaton, a Professor of Architecture in the Archi-
tecture + Health program at Clemson University. 
Following the exhibition at Redux, “No Place to 
Play” will travel to the Center for Architecture 
in Columbia, SC, and end the year at Robert 
Muldrow Cooper Library in Clemson, SC. Gallery 
1056, Through Sept. 9 - "Mostly Pine Trees," 
featuring works by Charleston native Rebecca 
Hopkins, presenting a series of new pieces of oil 
on gesso board & canvas. Hopkins’ describes 
this exhibition as “a visual exploration of our 
relationship with cars, set against the rural and 
suburban roads of the Lowcountry.” This exhibi-
tion is curated by Taylor Faulkner. Gallery 1056 
presents the work of one or more Redux Studio 
Artists and is curated by a fellow Redux Studio 
Artist. The gallery is a “pay-it-forward” model 
which encourages artists to support each other’s 
personal artistic vision, while also providing a 
supportive atmosphere for collaboration between 
neighbors. Ongoing - In May, 2017, Redux 
relocated to 1056 King Street with 38 studios, 
three galleries, a larger print shop, classroom, 
dark room, and photo studio. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 
11am-4pm, or by appt. Contact: 843/722-0697 or 
at (www.reduxstudios.org).

The Charleston Museum, 360 Meeting Street, 
Charleston. Founded in 1773, is America’s first 
museum. Textile Gallery, Through Jan. 7, 
2024 - "America’s First Museum - 250 Years 
of Collecting, Preserving, and Educating: Part 
2". Commemorating two and a half centuries 
since its founding and spanning nearly 4.6 
billion years of history, we are pleased to 
present America’s First Museum: 250 Years 
of Collecting, Preserving, and Educating. This 
year-long exhibit will feature a wide array of 
objects that tell the story of this impressive 
institution and its remarkable collections. Part 
one will highlight objects from ancient Rome, 
a Chief’s helmet from the Sandwich Islands 
acquired in 1798, Colonial dress, and Japa-
nese Samurai armor. Opening mid-year, part 
two will showcase a church pew made by 
enslaved hands measuring 20 feet in length, 
centuries old Archaic carved bone pins, a skull 
from the largest known flying bird and a couture 
Fortuny gown. Ongoing - Featuring the most 
extensive collection of South Carolina cultural 
and scientific collections in the nation, it also 
owns two National Historic Landmark houses, 
the Heyward-Washington House (1772) and 
the Joseph Manigault House (1803), as well as 
the Dill Sanctuary, a 580-acre wildlife preserve. 
Admission: Yes. Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9am-5pm 
& through the Summer months, Sun., 1-5pm. 
Contact: 843/722-2996 or at (www.charleston-
museum.org).

     ALTERNATE ART SPACES - Charleston
Ashley River Tower, Public area at Medi-
cal University of South Carolina, Charleston. 
Ongoing - "Contemporary Carolina Collection 
@ Ashley River Tower," featuring the larg-
est collection of original, contemporary South 
Carolina art on permanent display, including 
885 works by 53 talented artists, sculptors 
and photographers in South Carolina. Artists 
included are: Lucille Akinjobe, Jack Alterman, 
Thomas Blagden, Jr., Carl Blair, Patti Brady, 
Keith Brown, Julia Cart, Eva Carter, Jocelyn 
Châteauvert, Lese Corrigan, Townsend David-
son, Linda Fantuzzo, Buddy Folk, Squire Fox, 
Mary Edna Fraser, Cassandra Gillens, Anthony 
Green, Jon Holloway, Ann Hubbard, Lisa 
Salosaari Jasinski, Erik Johnson, Kim Keats, 
Arianne King Comer, Kit Loney, Paul Mardikian, 
Nancy Marshall, Paul Matheny, John McWil-
liams, Sue Middleton, Marge Moody, Gordon 
Nicholson, Jane Nodine, Marcelo Novo, Karin 
Olah, Matt Overend, Rick Rhodes, Ed Rice, 
Molly B. Right, Susan Romaine, Kristi Ryba, 
Virginia Scotchie, Laura Spong, Tom Stanley, 
Christine Tedesco, Colleen Terrell, Leo Twiggs, 
Tjelda Vander Meijden, Mary Walker, Sue 
Simons Wallace, Joe Walters, Sam Wang, Enid 
Williams, Manning Williams, and Paul Yanko. 
Hours: daily, 8:30am-5pm. Contact: Kathleen 
Ellis, Director of National Communications, 
MUSC, at 843/792.5602 or e-mail at (ellisk@
musc.edu).

Work by Jen Spaker

Charleston Artist Guild Gallery, 160 East Bay 
St., Charleston. Aug. 1 - 31 - "Beaches and 
Marshes," an exhibition featuring a collection of 
coastal artwork by Jen Spaker. A reception will 
be held on Aug. 4, from 5-8pm. Spaker been 
painting landscape and still life art for over 20 
years. “Plein Air” painting is her favorite way to 
paint, which means taking your easel outside 
to complete most of the painting in one or two 
sessions. It’s a hard and challenging way to 
paint, but Jen says it has made her a stronger 
artist. Ongoing - Featuring an exhibit of works 
by over 80 plus members of CAG who display 
a wealth of talent in different media including, 
oils, acrylics, pastels, watercolors, photogra-
phy, printmaking & sculpture. The Gallery is 
also home for the CAG office. Hours: Daily, 
11am-6pm. Contact: 843/722-2454 or at (www.
charlestonartistguild.com).

Gibbes Museum of Art, 135 Meeting Street, 
Charleston. Galleries 8 & 9, Through Aug. 
4 - "Beverly McIver: Full Circle". Presenting the 
career arc and continued ascent of contemporary 
artist Beverly McIver, this survey features nearly 

International African American Museum, 14 
Wharfside Street, Charleston. Through Aug. 
6 - "Men of Change: Power. Triumph. Truth.," fea-
turing a special exhibition from the Smithsonian 
Museum presents the history of a nation through 
the lens of significant and iconic African American 
men in a historical and cultural landscape. The 
Ford Motor Company Fund and local sponsor, 
Bank of America, have made it possible to bring 
the exhibit to Charleston. To coincide with the 
"Men of Change" exhibit, IAAM will host "The 
Path Forward," a program series weaving togeth-
er community impact and addressing the three 
pillars of power, triumph, and truth. The "Men of 
Change" exhibit will offer new generations no-
table stories of significant African American men, 
known and unknown leaders, who have or will 
stand as national icons. Ongoing - The IAAM, 
which sits at the site of Gadsden’s Wharf – one 
of the nation’s most prolific former slave trading 
ports – includes nine core exhibition galleries and 
a special exhibition gallery, as well as a “floating” 
gallery that weaves contemporary art throughout 
the museum. The museum will open with more 
than 700 artifacts dating from 17th century to 
contemporary objects, alongside 1000 image 
and media collection pieces – all of which help 
connect the African American journey to its roots 
and connections to African and African Diaspora 
communities and cultures. The museum also 
houses the Center for Family History, a world-
class genealogy and ancestry resource center, 
which began hosting genealogy classes and 
workshops in 2020. Hours: Tue.-Sun., 10am-5pm 
(last entry at 4pm). Contact: 843/872-5352 or at 
(iaamuseum.org).

James Island Arts and Cultural Center, 1248 
Camp Road, Charleston. Aug. 26 - Sept. 23 - 
"The Light Within: Our Pastel Experiences: the 
Annual Member Judged Show by the Pastel 
Society of South Carolina," juried by Christine 
Swan PSA, IAPS/EP. A reception and awards 
ceremony will be held on Sept. 23, from 12:30-
2pm. Hours: Mon., Wed., & Fri., 9am-5pm; 
Tue. & Thur., 10am-6pm and Sat., noon-5pm. 
Contact: 843/823-3413 or at 
(jamesislandsc.us/james-island-arts-and-cultural-Center).

Redux Contemporary Art Center, featuring 
Redux Studios, 1056 King Street, Charleston. 
Main Gallery, Through Sept. 9 - "No Place to 
Play: by Dr. Lyndsey Deaton & Clemson Uni-
versity Students," is an exhibition designed and 
constructed by a group of Clemson University 
students led by Dr. Lyndsey Deaton. The exhibi-

https://jamesislandsc.us/james-island-arts-and-cultural-Center

